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FELINE LEUKEMIA VIRUS INFECTION

GENERAL INFORMATION

FELINE LEUKEMIA VIRUS (FELV) IS ONE OF THE MOST COMMON AND DESTRUCTIVE OF ALL CAT VIRUSES.  IT IS HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS AND IS SPREAD PRIMARILY BY SALIVA DURING CATFIGHTS, GROOMING OR MATING.  THE VIRUS CAN ALSO BE SPREAD BY BLOOD, URINE AND FECES.   KITTENS MAY BECOME INFECTED WHILE STILL IN THE WOMB, AT BIRTH, OR DURING NURSING.

CURRENTLY, THERE IS NO EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR CATS INFECTED WITH FELV.  OF THE CATS PERSISTENTLY INFECTED, ABOUT 25% WILL DIE WITHIN ONE YEAR, AND 75% WILL DIE WITHIN THREE YEARS.  SOME MAY LIVE LONGER, BUT TEND TO HAVE VARIOUS CHRONIC ILLNESSES.

ILLNESS

THERE ARE NO SIGNS SPECIFIC FOR FELV INFECTION.  THE MAIN EFFECT OF THE VIRUS IS TO DISRUPT THE CAT’S IMMUNE SYSTEM.  WHILE ANEMIA IS THE MOST COMMON DISORDER CAUSED BY THE VIRUS, CANCER AND VARIOUS OTHER DISEASES ARE COMMON.  SOME DISORDERS COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH FELV INCLUDE: CHRONIC GI OR RESPIRATORY DISEASE; CHRONIC INFECTION OF THE MOUTH, GUMS AND TONGUE; CHRONIC EYE DISEASE; FREQUENT OR CHRONIC SKIN DISEASE AND FREQUENT OR CHRONIC URINARY TRACT INFECTIONS.  

PREVENTION

OUTDOOR CATS (ie THOSE EXPOSED TO OTHER CATS) ARE AT RISK FOR DEVELOPING FELV INFECTION.  TESTING AND VACCINATION BEFORE EXPOSURE TO THE VIRUS IS THE BEST MEANS OF PREVENTING FELV INFECTION.  THE VACCINATION PROTOCOL IS TWO INITIAL VACCINES ONE MONTH APART, FOLLOWED BY YEARLY BOOSTERS.  WITHOUT VACCINATION, ISOLATION FROM OTHER CATS IS THE ONLY MEANS OF PREVENTION.

